[Evaluation of care in the intensive care unit of a general hospital].
The current concern for good management and economy in matters of health makes it mandatory for intensive care units, which are particularly expensive, to make use of criteria by which the severity of the conditions treated, the different means of treatment and the results obtained can be expressed in figures. The method based on Knaus's severity indices, previously used only in university hospitals, has been applied in the general hospital of Gap with coherent results confirming the value of these indices. Similarly Cullen's TISS scores can be used in peripheral intensive care units. For most patients the prognosis is similar to that obtained in university hospitals, and if general hospitals are weak in supervision, the therapeutic equipment available to them is the same. However, there is still no way by which the real cost of treatment can be evaluated accurately and compared with the cost of cure in other hospital units.